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Durand wanted to provide the best education for their children. They 
would not settle for less than the best. The district of Durand contained more 
than ten different schools varying from a motel, to a person’s house, to the 
wonderful school building now in use.  
  The first school available to Durand students was in 1857. It was located in 
the village of Chippewa, which is about one and a half miles from Durand. It was 
made of logs. It was taught by Emma Ide. The school had no globes or maps of 
any kind. It was tough to learn then, because children had to stay home to help 
their parents on the farm or in the house.  
  The first school in Durand was later in the year of 1857. It was held in the 
first hotel built in Durand, which was in 1856. The owner of the motel was Casper 
Hugg. The school was a private school taught by Mrs. Mary Morse.  
  The second Durand school operated from 1857 until 1860. It was a small 
building in the Burgess addition. This school was also a private school. Some 
teachers were the following: Lida Baker, Helen Grang, and Clara Wood. The first 
superintendent was elected in 1858. His name was M. B. Axtell.  
  The third school building was the first district school building. It was built in 
1860 and was located across from the Methodist Church. This building was made 
of stone and called the Stone Building. An addition was added in 1862. It included 
primary and upper grades. Some of the teachers in that building were George Van 
Waters, Mary Scott, and Lydia Babcock.  
  The fourth building was moved to Durand from the village of Chippewa in 



1862. It was placed at about 923 East Prospect Street. It was a private Academy, 
but it was comparable to a regular high school. This building was founded by Mr. 
James R. Hanan and Albert Spooner. In 1866, the students had to be taught at 
Hanan's house because there wasn't enough money to keep them at the school. 
The school building operated was used for other purposes until 1871. The building 
was later owned by J. F. Hardy. In September of 1874, the school burned down for 
unknown reasons.  
  The fifth school building was the Burgess District School Building. The 
building came from the village of Chippewa to Durand. It was placed near the 
Walter Dorchester home. The first teacher there was Miss Katie Rounds. It only 
had students under the age of ten, because there was an overflow at the Stone 
Building. That building was where the Durand Motel is now located. In 1869, the 
cost of education was an average of 47 cents per student. In 1873 there were so 
many students in school, some of them were forced to be taught in the house of 
Ella Dedrick’s father.  
  The sixth school wasn't built until after the rejection of a plan for another 
school. The vote was taken August 29, 1873 for $1000. Another meeting that was 
held, and turned down, on September of 1874 for $600. Finally, in February of 
1876 plans to make a new building came through. The new building would be able 
to hold two hundred-fifty students. The floor plans were made by Joseph Gazely. 
Henry Bruenn paid for it for $4,235. It took up an entire city block. The land was 
donated by Mr. Hayes. Its location was where the Memorial Park is now. It 
contained primary, intermediate, grammar, and a high school. The first principal 
was C. D. Bon. In 1882 the Burgess building was purchased by Henry Goodrich. 
The Stone Building was purchased by the Pomasl Brothers to occupy as a house. 
1886 brought about a new addition to the school. The assembly room was used as 
a museum, previously, but it was later used for classroom purposes. Because of 
lack of classrooms, some students were taught at the City Hall. These 
arrangements did little in the long run, because the number of students attending 
Durand schools increased rapidly.  
  The seventh building was a primary building. It was established in 1899. It 
was located on the same block as the old building. Some teachers were Mrs. 
Amelia Gilmore and Maude Fox. Some students that attended this school were 
Charlotte Lucas, Irene Hougen, Laura Fox, Walter Moore, the Urness boys, Harold 
Plumber, Bobby Kelton and Art Harkness.  
  The eighth building took some consideration. The first time the plan and 
the consideration was voted on was in 1906. The second time it was voted on was 



in May of 1907. The third time it was turned down was July in 1911. Finally, in 
1920, the people of Durand voted for a new school to be made. The building's 
construction started in 1922. The end of the construction was in April of 1923. 
This building has the same parts as the school now in operation. If enough people 
had voted for building a new high school in 1906, it would've costed only $22,000. 
Since it didn't get voted in until 1920, it ended up costing $100,000.  
  The ninth school was built in July 11, 1938. The school board had voted on 
building an additional grade school. This building was completed in 1939. It was 
built right next to the high school. In 1956, the two schools were connected by a 
corridor, some offices, and some classrooms. This addition was absolutely 
needed, because the population kept rising. In 1963 a separate grade school was 
desperately needed. The plan would have been accepted if the shape of the 
school wasn't  circular. This circular building could've held 480 students. Instead 
of a new building, an addition was added to the existing school. It was done in 
1961. This L-shaped addition contained four general classrooms, a music 
department with five practice rooms, an art department, an office, some 
industrial arts rooms, and a heating plant. At this time the schools were 
overflowing. In 1965, trailers were used for offices, so the teachers could use the 
offices in the school to prepare in. Classes were conducted in neighboring houses. 
Temporary rooms were in the parking lot. Also, basements were used to teach 
kindergarten classes.  
  The tenth school to be built was the Grandview school. It was built in1961. 
It was made to give education to towns such as, Cranberry Creek, Meridean, 
White Block, and  the Clark-Thomas districts.  
  The latest building is more of an addition, though the addition is bigger 
than the original. It started with the consolidation of Durand and Arkansaw. 
Grandview shut down. Caddie Woodlawn serves as a kindergarten through fourth 
grades. The Arkansaw school teaches fifth graders through eighth graders. The 
Durand High School holds the ninth graders through the twelfth graders. Included 
in the new addition of the Durand High School is the Public Library.  
  Throughout the years that Durand has had schools, they keep getting 
better and better to bring students of Durand the best education they deserve. 



 

 

 

Compiled by unknown students. 


